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1The process of picking the 2007 Utne Inde-
pendent Press Award winners was techno-
logically advanced and methodologically 
incontrovertible. The 111 magazines, jour-
nals, newsletters, alternative weeklies, and 
zines that were nominated by the Utne Reader 
staff two months ago were fed into a gigan-
tic and infallible computer (Intel inside!) 
that performed sophisticated informational 
and qualitative meta-analyses and, with 
an authority befitting the great Oz or the 
great Google, spat out a list of the 15 win-
ners within minutes. With the exception 
of a High Country News issue that got stuck 
in an intake chute (along with an intern’s 
hand) and a zine that the computer initially 
rejected as “unidentifiable media,” it all went 
as smoothly as our IT guys said it would.

And if you believe that, we’ve got a 
domain name we’d like to sell you. The fact 
is, computers can do many incredible things, 
but when it comes to sorting through the 
independent press in search of stories that 
surprise and delight us, good old human 
judgment—preferably the informed and 
enlightened kind—is still our best analytic 
tool. So the unglamorous truth is that we 
chose the winners in a blatantly old-school 
way, by reading the nominees extensively, 
then getting together to champion our 
favorite titles and challenge one another 
to examine our opinions. We’re a feisty 
bunch—hypocrisy was exposed, favorit-
ism suspected, and personal tastes called 
into question—but at the end of the day we 
emerged with a roster of winners that we’re 
proud to present here.

The following pages tease out the juicy 
stuff that keeps us coming back to these 
publications, but we couldn’t fit everything 
we wanted into this section. So we’re relying 
on that newfangled Internet: For detailed 
profiles of the winners and a full list of nomi-
nees, visit www.utne.com/uipa2007.

 —The Editors

General Excellence: Magazines ColorLines

ColoRliNEs, The 2007 GenerAl excellence 
WInner, bills itself as “the national newsmagazine 
on race and politics,” but its scope is vastly broader. 
From economics, education, and the environment to 
immigration, queer issues, fine arts, and pop culture, 
Colorlines examines the myriad ways race—and our ideas 
about race—intersect with everyday life. The 10-year-old 
publication entered 2007 with a fresh redesign and a new 
bimonthly format (formerly quarterly), and we couldn’t 
be happier to celebrate its success. Its editors and writers 
provide sharp critique and an essential perspective.

2
The rAnTS & rAveS dePArTmenT,  
a two-page spread in every magazine, provides a 
quick-hit analysis of the day’s top stories, “reading 
between the headlines” to expose issues of race, class, 
and culture that would have otherwise been ignored. 
recent grabbers include a note about rBc records’ 
plans to market racist rap music to white prisoners 
and an item about a dallas public elementary school 
where “for years, it was an open secret that white 
parents could get their children into all-white classes.”

5
Colorlines has delivered relenTleSS cOverAGe 
OF neW OrleAnS, doggedly following the Katrina 
beat and exploring new angles even as major news 
outlets predictably moved on to the next big story. 
The may-June 2007 cover story, “For Sale: What new 
Orleans’ housing crisis reveals about race in American 
cities,” by executive editor Tram nguyen, examines 
black communities struggling to resettle new Orleans 
and calls for an “overdue debate on urban inequality.” 
The magazine also has a regular Gulf coast Update, 
which reports on everything from the lack of aid given 
to mississippi, which bore “the brunt of the storm 
damage,” to grassroots activists trying to reform 
the region’s substandard criminal justice system.

4
UnFOrGeTTABle cOver STOrIeS: The “Fiction 
Issue” (nov.-dec. 2006) makes the case that creative 
writers are political figures and that fiction, in the 
words of managing editor daisy hernández, “creates 
for us the story of what people actually experience.” 
“The Innovators” (Jan.-Feb. 2007) profiled fifteen 
trendsetters and tastemakers “moving big ideas in 
2007.” In march-April 2007, readers discovered “What 
Your doctor Won’t See . . . If conservatives make 
healthcare ‘colorblind.’” And in July-Aug. 2007, Colorlines 
gave top billing to “my road Out of Iraq: A latino 
soldier’s take on the racism of the occupation.”

3
Colorlines doesn’t limit its coverage to the purely 
political; each issue contains dIverSe ArTS 
cOverAGe And BOOK revIeWS. The may-June 
2007 issue features “The rise of Krip-hop,” a write-
up on disabled rap artists by Beandrea davis (whose 
piece on political poster art is reprinted on page 20). 
Other favorite articles include a piece about black 
and latino musicians hoping to revamp the image of 
classical music, and a report on a new French-language 
canadian sitcom centered around race relations.

Winners of the

Independent 
Press Awards

2007
UtNE uIPA onLIne

For detailed profiles  
of the winners and  

a full list of nominees, 
visit www.utne.com 

/uipa2007.
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Political Coverage The Chronicle of Higher education
International Coverage Foreign Policy

Best New Publication Democracy

Environmental Coverage earth Island Journal
Local/Regional Coverage Alberta Views
Spiritual Coverage Shambhala Sun

the CoNtrAriANs the good CitizENs

their beat tough 
questions

words of 
wisdom who knew?

Global environ-
mental issues 
including climate 
change, wilder-
ness and wildlife 
preservation, 
food politics, and 
energy policy

“What are the 
ethical implica-
tions of funding 
[venezuela’s] 
socialist revolution 
on crude oil sales?”

“how can we feed 
ourselves safely?”

“environmental-
ists used to fret 
that humanity was 
fouling its own 
nest. Today, as 
mounting evidence 
of global warm-
ing emerges, it 
seems we’ve set 
our nest aflame.”

Earth island Journal 
reports on environ-
mentally friendly 
funeral pyres in 
India, militias that 
patrol the oil-rich 
niger delta, and 
how the nuclear 
power industry is 
remarketing itself 
as green (reprinted 
on page 56).

The canadian 
province of Alberta, 
whose booming 
oil economy has 
wrought environ-
mental havoc, led 
to an immigration 
influx, and fueled 
a diverse and 
vibrant arts scene

“What will it take 
to encourage more 
immigrants to 
come to Alberta, 
and stay put?”

“Germany has over 
200,000 solar pow-
ered roofs. Why 
does sunny Alberta 
have so few?”

“Betting hard on 
the curative pow-
ers of economic 
growth, the gov-
ernment ignored 
the effect of infla-
tion and growth on 
welfare benefits, 
social services, and 
affordable hous-
ing—to the point 
where homeless-
ness and hous-
ing affordability 
problems became 
inevitable.”

Alberta Views 
informs us that 
Alberta has had 10 
consecutive con-
servative govern-
ments in 35 years, 
that ticket sales for 
the Alberta Ballet 
were up 40 per-
cent in 2006, and 
that the province’s 
population will hit 
12 to 15 million 
people by 2105.

Buddhist thought 
and practice, 
with a focus on 
health, wellness, 
and making Bud-
dhism relevant 
and meaningful in 
the modern world

“Who owns 
our attention? 
Who should 
have the right 
to decide what 
happens to it?” 

“how exactly are 
we going to prac-
tice peace in a 
time when there is 
such a staggering 
amount of war?”

“To us is granted 
the privilege of 
being on hand: 
to take part, if 
we choose, in the 
Great Turning to a 
just and sustain-
able society.”

shambhala sun 
reveals that wish-
ing happiness for 
people we don’t 
like can make 
them easier to deal 
with, that par-
ticipating in rituals 
that mark life’s 
passages can help 
us acknowledge 
impermanence, 
and that Buddhist 
principles can 
save the planet.
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most everyone has a theory about why the poor stay poor. most everyone is 
wrong. (June 29, 2007)  *  For all their differences, Jim Thorpe and the duke 
lacrosse team have something in common. Both are victims of stereotyping. 
(Oct. 5, 2007)  *  Sure, we should respond to terrorism with calm, tactical 
rationality. We should also call its perpetrators what they are: scum. (July 20, 
2007)  *  There are a few items that journalism students still can’t buy on the 
Web—reportorial judgment, tenacity, humility, and experience. (May 25, 2007)  

*  The frictions that erode democracies are not between civilizations, but 
within them. (May 18, 2007)  *  hats off to conservatives’ literary skills—but it’s 
easy to be entertaining when your ideas are simplistic and illogical. (Feb. 2, 
2007)  *  A focus on race and identity distracts us from a greater social injustice: 
economic stratification. (Dec. 15, 2006)  *  While intelligent design might not 
hold up to scrutiny, it raises questions that darwinists shouldn’t dodge or 
discourage. (Jan. 19, 2007)

The export of democracy by force is a fool’s errand. (Fall 2007)  *  cindy Sheehan 
and her anti-military cohorts confuse military service with militarism. (Summer 
2007)  *  new York, San Francisco, and other boutique cities are little more than a 
playground for the nation’s ultra-rich. (Fall 2006)  *  milton Friedman, the hero of 
libertarian free-market capitalists, has a lot to teach progressives and they should 
give him credit. (Spring 2007)  *  The idea of “Iraqization”—we’ll stand down when 
they stand up—won’t work. (Summer 2007)  *  In the face of mounting debt, liberals 
shouldn’t try to balance the budget. They should start spending more on public 
works. (Fall 2007)  *  economic deprivation doesn’t incite terrorism; the humiliation 
of muslims carried out by the West does. (Winter 2007)  *  Globalization policies of 
davos and Thomas Friedman are mired in an obsolete paradigm that clouds our 
understanding of what is happening. (Winter 2007)

noam chomsky, hugo chávez, nobel Prize winners harold Pinter and Joseph Stiglitz, 
and other supporters of latin American populism are all idiots. (May-June 2007)  *  
The real fault of the Iraq war doesn’t lie with Bush and his cronies, it rests with the 
American people as a whole. (Nov.-Dec. 2007)  *  What created Osama bin laden was 
the predominance of American power. (Jan.-Feb. 2007)  *  The war on drugs cannot 
be won. (Sept.-Oct. 2007)  *  rupert murdoch isn’t the tyrant he’s made out to be. 
(Jan.-Feb. 2007)  *  despite talk of a new, wired world . . . just a fraction of what we 
consider globalization actually exists. (March-April 2007)  *  Today’s supercharged 
global economy is eroding the power of the people in democracies around the globe. 
(Sept.-Oct. 2007)  *  Oil companies aren’t to blame for high oil prices, and the world 
isn’t really running out of oil. (Nov.-Dec. 2007)  *  having your own nuclear weapon 
used to be a luxury. Today, it is fast becoming a necessity. (Jan.-Feb. 2007)
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oN sCiENCE ANd soCiEty 
scientists can tell us, for example, what will happen 
to a bog if AtVs roll across it indiscriminately for  
a decade or two . . . What scientists cannot tell us is 
how to weigh the relative importance of mechanized 
joyrides through the bogs, a healthy water table,  
the preservation of bird habitat—and the will of  
the majority. For it may be that, given a choice,  
the majority of Americans would choose to have 
their fun now, and the future be damned. these  
are moral and political issues, not scientific ones. 

Thanksgiving 2007

There is a certain implicit conceit that if you attach 
the word scientific to something, then that makes  
it more important or more valid. And that’s really 
metaphysically wrong; it’s not true. And by the way, 
I’m not in favor of having ATvs ruin the bogs, but I 
know that people value that, and it’s got to be part  
of the equation.

oN rEAdiNg 
i consider myself an Everyman in that respect.  
i get my books from the public library de-acquisition 
shops. i read at random. i’ve long since given up any 
pretense of “covering the field” or of “keeping up.” 
Spring 2007

The idea of keeping up—it would be impossible to 
know just a smidgen of all the things that are out 
there to know. So keeping up implies that you’ve 
already got the background under control, and I 
certainly don’t.

But on the other hand, I’d like to cover the field in 
terms of cultural references, without getting snooty 
about it. culture is really available to everybody. I 

think everyone should read Plato, for example. most 
people don’t know that the dialogues are easy to read 
and they’re kind of fun. But they’re kind of off-
putting, just because they sound academic.

oN god
i sometimes wonder if we, as individuals, are  
god’s inner life. the pain we feel when we read the 
newspapers, contemplate our latest faux pas, or toss 
and turn in our efforts to give our lives a meaningful 
shape, are the burning shards of that primordial 
supernova which was god—and is. that’s a nice 
thought: a universe endowed, from the very begin-
ning, with a conscience. Summer 2007

I think that’s one of the things that I’m most con-
vinced about, what might be called the imminent 
reality of divinity as opposed to the transcendental. 
It’s kind of a hegelian idea, really, but the idea that 
history is like God’s autobiography, and we’re all kind 
of writing it ourselves. We’re not writing the whole 
book, but we’re contributing to it. 

oN FArgo, North dAkotA 
We watched the light fade from the sky behind 
Moorhead, and as the white stream of smoke, or 
steam, continued to drift westward from that sugar-
beet plant (or whatever it is), into the beautiful 
emptiness of rural North dakota, i was thinking that 
small cities are just pretty neat. Summer 2007

You don’t have to go very far to come to these cool 
places. We got lucky with the movies in Fargo; if they 
had been showing Caddyshack ii I don’t know if we 
would have liked it quite so well. But it’s true that  
if you just pay attention, all kinds of little delights 
will surface from places everywhere.
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Animal
Objectuals

STory by MI sooN bURzLAFF PorTrAIT by 7 stUDIo
worK ImAGES courTESy oF Lee hYUNgKoo AND ARARIo gALLeRY

The sketches of soon-to-be-the-hottest-
Korean-artist Lee Hyungkoo.

left: , 2005-2006
Pencil, pen, and acrylic on paper, 200 x 260 cm

right: (detail), 2005-2006
Resin, aluminum sticks, stainless-steel wires, springs, 
and oil paint, 111 x 60 x 70 cm 
Photography © Gwon O-seok44
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team:

PHoToS by JING HTTP://SUPErHyPErrEaL.CoM

STyLinG by JESSICA MORIbER

Hair/MaKEUP by CHRISTY MCCAbE

aSSiSTanTS INA JANG AND KOTARO

SHoT aT NYTTF in nyC

HTTP://W
WW.nyTTF.CoM/
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GAME THEORY

Flow theory is from psychology and talks about how humans 
react towards an activity, based on the challenge of the 
activity and their own skills. If the skills match the activity, 
then the person who performs this activity will enjoy it a lot, 
to the degree where they start forgetting time, the stress of 
their normal life.

I wanted to make games that everybody could play 
without complaining that the game is too hard or too easy. 
So I realized that the psychology of flow could help a lot. In 

the end, I designed a game based on all the conditions that 
flow theory has addressed [as required for] all people to enjoy 
their activity.

In “flOw,” you control a little ocean organism by making it 
eat red or blue food, which causes it to dive deeper or swim 
higher. This is a very specific design I had. The deeper 
levels are harder and the top levels are easier. The player can 
choose to engage with the more difficult content by making 
its creature eat red food, which makes it dive down to deeper 
levels. There is also [non-color-coded] food that makes your 
creature grow. 

If you’re a hardcore gamer, you have no interest in staying in 
the top and just eating food; it’s not very challenging. Your 
curiosity guides you to dive down and as you dive down, you 
will start to realize that challenges come in: there are other 
creatures, there is less food, there are dangers. 

Q aSTory by MICHELLE YOU PorTraiT CoUrTESy oF MIKEY TNASUTTIMONKOL
iLLUSTraTion by WALTON DALE  GaME iMaGES CoUrTESy oF JENOvA CHEN

JEnoVa CHEn GAME DESIGNER
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her plan was to get a Phd and teach 
gender studies in some suave city like 
Boston, where she could occasionally 
contribute smart, iconoclastic essays to 
smart, iconoclastic academic reviews. 
She did get her Phd, but she didn’t get the 
college teaching job she had hoped for. In 
that, she is like most of us: she’s achieved 
what she wanted in some ways, and in 
other ways she has missed the mark. 
The Sun, August 2007, “Consumer Report”

Steve was popular and known for his jokes. I was a shy girl 
who had only one close friend. In the spring of our sixth-
grade year, Steve was absent for several weeks. rumor had 
it that he was in the hospital. Finally a teacher reported 
that Steve had diabetes. none of us really knew what that 
meant, but we passed the word diabetes back and forth 
like a medicine ball. When Steve returned, he looked the 
same as he had before, so we stopped talking about it.
The Sun, January 2007, “My Friend and Bruce Springsteen”
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sELF–susTaINING

inTeRview by eri haMaJi & John Lee  PHOTOs anD aRTwORk cOuRTesy OF naMaiKi

“The New Zealand-Japan Foundation probably has Interpol out 
for me,” chuckles David Duval Smith. He is a stellar designer 
with a proclivity for creative thinking, and in the late ’80s was 
selected by the New Zealand-Japan Foundation for a scholarship 
to go to Tokyo and study the methods of Japan’s industrial success 
through graphic design. “I was meant to go back after a year and 
share the secrets of industrial wealth with New Zealand,” says 
Duval Smith, who never did manage to catch that plane back. 
He’s been in Japan ever since, having adopted it as his home. 
“Yeah, I did a runner,” he grins.

namaiki’s           green graffiti

Theme, Winter 2007, “Transplants”

Theme, Spring 2007, “Nerds”

Theme, Spring 2007, “Nerds”

Theme, Summer 2007, “Journals”

macaroni is a modest endeavor, a tall, dignified zine filled with lyrical 
ruminations on culture, religion, travel, entertainment, and whatever else is 
on publisher John Toren’s mind. since this year’s winner has been around for 

20 years, we decided it was about time we had a chat with Toren about his 
utterly unique take on the universe. Here’s where his mind wandered when 

asked about some our favorite macaroni moments of 2007.

General Excellence: Zines Macaroni Best Writing The Sun
Best Design Theme

the thiNkEr the Artists

Jim stood by the bed and touched my shoulder. When I 
flinched and turned away, he lay down behind me, still wear-
ing his heavy boots, and I curled up even smaller, as if trapped 
inside an egg. Slowly, while facing the wall, I told the story 
of the expert and the fly-smeared window. After I’d finished, 
he squeezed me tight and said one word: “Bullshit.” And I 
felt the weight that had been pressing on my chest lighten.

“he’s no more autistic than I am,” my young husband said.
The Sun, February 2007, “Father and Son”

It was shortly after that, while I was staying with my 
grandmother for the summer, that I became part of a bicycle 
crew in Queens. . . . The camaraderie we shared was seductive, 
and for the first time in my life, I understood what it meant 
to love someone other than a relative or the silent, pretty girl 
at the back of the class. These were my first true niggas, and 
my relationship to them was the initial demarcation of my 
blackness. I would have killed anyone who tried to take it away.
The Sun, July 2007, “Bang, Bang, in a Boy Voice”
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thE LAtViAN CoNNECtioN
On the West coast, a violently anti-gay extremist movement has 
emerged in evangelical churches serving Slavic immigrants. Fall 2007

soUthErN gothiC
Two north carolina Klan cases open a window onto a bizarre Southern 
underworld of murder, cocaine, and a plot to blow up a courthouse.

Summer 2007

L.A. BLACkoUt
Acting on orders from the mexican mafia, latino gang members in  
Southern california are terrorizing and killing blacks. Winter 2006

dEAth iN dixiE
Why South carolinians are literally dying to get hIv meds. April 2007

Lost iN AMEriCA
meet several undocumented hIv positive immigrants struggling to live 
stateside. They’re outside the fabled melting pot—and even farther outside 
the law. May 2007

thE Big Fix
In light of the many hIv treatment advances, are we forgetting  
to set our sights on a cure? November 2007

Not-so-CLEAr ALtErNAtiVE
In its air-quality effects, ethanol fuel is similar to gasoline.

May 5, 2007

WiLdFirE, WALLEyEs, ANd WiNE
latest predictions for life in north America’s changing climate.

June 16, 2007

drUg oVErFLoW
Pharmaceutical factories foul waters in India Aug. 11, 2007

“sink your teeth into this sumptuous quarterly 
feast. Gastronomica dishes up MoUth-

WAtEriNg MUsiNgs on cuisine and culture at all 
elevations . . . from food taboos to poems about 

pomegranates, there’s always something to 
tantalize the taste buds.” Frank Bruni, Big Apple Syndicate

“BAM! salting their pages with brain-teasing 
essays, juicy memoirs, spicy rumblings, and 

rAMBUNCtioUs rUMiNAtioNs, these guys 
never fail to kick it up a notch. and the artful, eye-

popping presentation? yEAhhh BABy . . .” 
Emeril Lagasse, chef, Emeril Expressions

In-Depth/Investigative Reporting Intelligence Report
Science/Tech Coverage Science news

Health/Wellness Coverage PoZ

Social/Cultural Coverage Gastronomica
Arts Coverage Film Comment

the trUth tELLErs the ENtErtAiNErs

 “there are no pointy-headed
killjoys on this roLLEr CoAstEr 
ridE! this is high-octane magazine 
making for the movie-loving masses 
. . . a guileless, gutsy, gA-gA-
gorgEoUs miracle!!”

Peter Travers, Rolling Logs

 “watch out, oscar! award season
is descending, and Film Comment’s 
hEroiC gUEst WritErs are 
sharpening their pencils!” 

Gene Shalit, Yesterday

“editor gavin smith’s dENtUrE-droppiNg pErForMANCE demands  
a renewal notice.” Richard Schickel, author, Loving Clint 


